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Amazonské dialogy jako cesta k pozndni

,Clovék md rozum, aby rozezndval, a viili, aby volil, cokoli je kde dobrého nebo zlého.“

Jan Amos Komensky

Publikace, jiz drzite v rukou, doprovazi a dopliuje inspirativni vystavu vénovanou narodim
Amazonie, vzniklou ve spolupraci Détského muzea Moravského zemského muzea s Masary-
kovou univerzitou, ale i fadou dal$ich domadcich i zahrani¢nich subjektd (a to nejenom ze

zemi Jizni Ameriky), kterou jsme predstavili vefejnosti v kvétnu 2024.

Interkulturni dialog, vedeny jazykem a primarné z perspektivy ptivodnich obyvatel regionu
Amazonie, pfinasi unikatni zazitek nejenom pro nasi nejmladsi generaci, ale pro vSechny pii-
chozi. Zacal jsem nikoliv ndhodou slovy ,ucitele narodi“ Jana Amose Komenského. Kdyz
jsem zacal psat tento uvod, sedél jsem pravé v historické budové renesan¢ni City Hall (z roku
1601) v nizozemském Naardenu, nedaleko Muzea a mauzolea Jana Amose Komenského, ktery
zde nalezl misto posledniho odpocinku. Mezinarodni konference Comenius: Education, An-
thropology and Astrology, ptipominala opétovné mimoradnost myslenek moravského ro-
daka, jehoz dilo prerostlo hranice rodné zemé (z niz byl ne$tastnym dénim osudu vyhnan),
avSak dodnes nas fascinuje svou $ifi, komplexnosti i pfesahem, s nimz k ndm podnes pro-

mlouva, inspiruje a uci.

P1i poslechu fady mimoradné zajimavych prednasek, vénovanych této vyznamné osobnosti
nejenom ¢eskych déjin, ale myslenkového svéta naseho kontinentu pozdniho sttedovéku, re-
spektive raného novovéku jsem si stale silnéji uvédomoval konotace s tématy knihy, jiz jsem
pravé mél moznost procitat a jiz nyni drzite v rukou. Jakkoliv myslenkovy svét a vnimani

pansofickych schémat je (jak priblizuje i tato kniha, stavici do rozporu evropsky antropocen-



Vzdacny objemny pétifady ndhrdelnik z cervenych palmovych semen.
Pataxd Ha-héa-hde, Brazlie. Foto ze sbirek Narodniho muzea - Ndprstkova
muzea asijskych, africkych a americkych kultur.

Unique red palm seed necklace with five rows of red palm seeds.
Pataxd Ha-ha-hae, Brazil. Photo from the collections of the National
Museum - N&prstek Museum of Asian, African and American Cultures.

tricky pohled na svét vedle kosmocentrického pohledu ptivodnich obyvatel Amazonie s jejich
zivotadarnym a lé¢ivym lesem) tak rozdilny, témata ovliviiujici nase oba svéty jsou shodna
a navzdory rozdilim v nasem pohledu, respektive vnimani naseho svéta kolem nas, ukazuji,
jak inspirativni je potkavani, vymeéna znalosti a zkusenosti, tedy jak mnoho pouceni a poznani
muzeme ziskat vzdgjemnou interakei nasich svéta.

Nezastupitelnou je zde role pravé i muzei, kterou se Moravské zemské muzeum snazi na-
pliovat. Ve své praci, zejména v poslednich letech, stale vétsi duraz klademe na naplnovani
jednoho z dlouhodobych cilit sméfovani muzea ve smyslu jeho chapani jako prehledné inte-
raktivni vzdélavaci encyklopedie slouzici $iroké odborné i laické verejnosti coby dokumen-
tarni a vyzkumna baze, na které stoji promyslena dlouhodobad prezentac¢ni strategie. Jednim
ze zakladnich tkolti Moravského zemského muzea zistava uchovani kulturni, historické
a spolecenské pameéti, jakoz i dlouhodobd dokumentace a interpretace fenoménti Zivé i nezivé
ptirody, zejména uchovani sbirek a jejich védecké, edukacni a popularizaéni zpracovani, které

nasledné vytvari zakladni obraz o pfirodé a spole¢nosti.

Tedy dovolil bych si opét zakoncit slovy velikana: ,Md-Ii se clovék stat clovékem, musi se
vzdélat,“ (Jan Amos Komensky). Véfim, ze i tato kniha pomuize vzdélavat, Ze bude informovat
a vysvétlovat o svété, ktery je zdanlivé daleko od naseho, stejné jako jeho problémy. Ve sku-

te¢nosti je véak diilezitou soucasti nasi budoucnosti.

Naarden/Brno 16.-17. 11. 2024
Jiti Mitdcek
Generalni reditel Moravského zemského muzea



Amazonian dialogues as a way to knowledge

"A person has the understanding to distinguish, and the will to choose whatever is good or bad."

Jan Amos Comenius

The publication you are holding in your hands accompanies and complements the inspiring
exhibition dedicated to the peoples of Amazonia, organized in collaboration between the
Children's Museum of the Moravian Museum and Masaryk University, as well as a number
of other local and international entities (and not only from South American countries), which
was opened to the public in May 2024.

Intercultural dialogue, conducted in diverse languages and primarily from the perspective
of the Indigenous peoples of the Amazonian region, provides a unique experience not only
for our youngest generation, but for all visitors. It is not a coincidence that I began with the
words of Jan Amos Comenius, the “teacher of nations” When I started writing this introduc-
tion, I was sitting in the historic Renaissance City Hall, dating from 1601) in Naarden, the
Netherlands, not far from the Museum and Mausoleum of Jan Amos Comenius, who found
his final resting place there. The international conference Comenius: Education, Anthropol-
ogy and Astrology, once again recalled the extraordinary ideas of the Moravian native, whose
work had grown beyond the borders of his native country (from which he was expelled by
an unfortunate twist of fate), but whose breadth, complexity and transcendence still fascinate
us today, with which he speaks, inspires and teaches.

While listening to a series of extremely interesting lectures dedicated to this important per-
sonality not only of Czech history, but of the intellectual world of our continent in the late
Middle Ages, or early modern period, I became more and more aware of the connotations
with the themes of the book, which I have just had the opportunity to read and which you

are now holding in your hands. As different as the thought-world and perception of pan-
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Pérovy ndhrdelnik ze Sesti svazkl riznobarevnych pefi. Kofdni, Ekvador.
Foto ze sbirek Narodniho muzea - Ndprstkova muzea

Kofan, Ecuador. Photo from the collections of the National Museum - Ndprstek
Museum of Asian, African and American Cultures.

Sophic schemes are (as this book, juxtaposing the European anthropocentric worldview
alongside the cosmocentric view of the Indigenous peoples of Amazonia with their life-giving
and healing forest, brings to light), the themes affecting our two worlds are the same, and de-
spite the differences in our perspectives or perceptions of the world around us, they show
how inspiring it is to meet, to exchange knowledge and experience, in other words, how much
learning and knowledge we can gain from the interaction of our worlds.

The role of museums, which the Moravian Museum is trying to fulfil, is also indispensable
here. In our work, especially in recent years, we have increasingly emphasized the fulfillment of
one of the long-term goals of the museum’s direction in the sense of its understanding as a clear
interactive educational encyclopedia serving professionals and general public as a documentary
and research base on which a well-thought-out long-term presentation strategy is based.

One of the basic tasks of the Moravian Museum remains the preservation of cultural, his-
torical and social memory, as well as long-term documentation and interpretation of phe-
nomena of living and non-living nature, especially the preservation of collections and their
scientific, educational and popularization processing, which subsequently creates a basic pic-
ture of Nature and society.

I would like to conclude with the words of a great thinker: “If a human being is to become
a person, they must educate themselves” (Jan Amos Comenius). I believe this book will con-
tribute to that process of education, offering valuable insights and explanations about a world
that may seem distant from our own, along with its challenges. In reality, however, it is an

important part of our future.
Naarden/Brno 16.-17. 11. 2024
Jiti Mitdcek
General Director Moravian Regional Museum









Hlasy Amazonie

Vazené a milé ¢tenarky,

vazeni a mili ¢tenafi,

drzite v rukou katalog Tisic tvdri Amazonie ke stejnojmenné vystavé, jejimz cilem je zpro-
stredkovat krasu fascinujiciho, stale tajemného a neprobadaného svéta Amazonie. Katalog
nabizi cenny vhled do kulturni a pfirodni rozmanitosti této rozlehlé a obdivuhodné oblasti,
jez je nav$tévniklim predstavena v Pavilonu Anthropos MZM. Vystava prinasi rozsahly sou-
bor artefakt(l, mezi néz patti nejen tradi¢ni pfedméty denni potreby, femeslné vyrobky, ritu-
alni predméty, ozdoby a odévy, ale také dila soucasnych domorodych umélcd, jejich fotografie
a malby, které jsou doplnény o myty a ptibéhy v tisténé, audio i animované podobé. Bohaty
vybér exponatti z Peru, Ekvadoru, Kolumbie, Venezuely a Brazilie predstavuje kulturu ra-

znych etnik, jako jsou tifeba Shuarové, Shipibo Conibové, Yanomamiové a mnoha dalich.

Multimedidlni povaha vystavy vas vtahne do kazdodenniho Zivota vzdalenych krajt pro-
sttednictvim videi zachycujicich tradi¢ni zplisob Zivota, pti béznych ¢innostech, jako je sbér
plodin, rybolov nebo priprava typickych pokrmt. Nesmirné zajimava ¢ast expozice pak po-
chazi zejména z vysledki unikatniho projektu tfi evropskych a ¢tyf latinskoamerickych uni-
verzit EPSULA, ktery se zaméfuje na ochranu ohrozenych jazyku a kultur Latinské Ameriky
i na inovativni formu sebeprezentace samotnych domorodych obyvatel. Projekt EPSULA dal
obyvateliim Amazonie piileZitost, aby k nam promluvili svym jazykem i hlasem — na vystavé
tak budete mit moznost poznat jejich kulturu, chapani pfirody, mytologii, nabozenstvi a zvyky
z videonahravek porizenych piimo s prislusniky vybranych komunit.
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Ndahrdelnik z kordlkd pro Zeny. Shuarové, Ekvador.
Ze soukromé sbirky autorek.

Bead neckless for women. Schuar, Ecuador.
Private collection of the authors.

Vystava je souc¢asné jedineénym vysledkem prikladné spoluprace Masarykovy univerzity
a Moravského zemského muzea, jez se skvéle rozviji. Toto sdilené usili dvou mistnich instituci
s globalnim presahem pfinasi momentalné izasnou moznost objevovat Amazonii z perspek-
tivy tamnich obyvatel a nabizi hlubsi porozuméni dalekému, kulturné bohatému, zna¢né od-

lisnému a naprosto fascinujicimu svétu.

Zavérem je tfeba zminit, Ze stejné jako vystava, tak i katalog atraktivnim zptisobem piibli-
zuje soucasny zivot domorodych komunit v Amazonii. Poukazano je v§ak nejen na uzké pro-
pojeni ptivodnich obyvatel s prirodou, ale i na hrozby, kterym tamni lidé ¢eli v disledku od-
lestiovani ¢i nadmérné tézby surovin. Tyto otazky vybizeji k zamy$leni nad obecnymi tématy,
ktera niceni amazonského destného lesa uvadéji do kontextu pravé s domorodymi narody,

jez v ném Ziji a jsou na ném zavislé.

Libor Stépdnek
Reditel Centra jazykového vzdéldvani

Masarykova univerzita



Voices of Amazonia

Dear Rreaders,

You have in your hands a catalogue entitled A Thousand Faces of the Amazonia for the ex-
hibition of the same name, which aims to convey the beauty of the fascinating, still mysterious
and unexplored world of the Amazon. The catalogue offers a valuable insight into the cultural
and natural diversity of this vast and admirable region, which is presented to visitors in the
Anthropos Pavilion of the Moravian Museum. The exhibition brings together an extensive
collection of artefacts, including not only traditional everyday objects, handicrafts, ritual ob-
jects, ornaments and clothing, but also works by contemporary indigenous artists, their pho-
tographs and paintings, which are complemented by myths and stories in printed, audio and
audiovisual formats. A wide selection of exhibits from Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela
and Brazil introduce the culture of different ethnic groups such as the Shuar, Shipibo Conibos,
Yanomami and many others.

The multimedia nature of the exhibition immerses you in the daily life of remote regions
through videos depicting traditional ways of life, in common activities such as gathering
crops, fishing or preparing typical dishes. A particularly interesting part of the exhibition
comes from the results of EPSULA, a unique project of three European and four Latin Ame-
rican universities that focuses on the preservation of endangered languages and cultures in
Latin America, as well as on an innovative form of self-presentation by the indigenous peoples
themselves. The EPSULA project has given the people of the Amazon the opportunity to
speak to us with their own language and voice - in this exhibition you will have the opportu-
nity to learn about their culture, understanding of nature, mythology, religion and customs
from video recordings made directly with members of the selected communities.
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Pérovd Celenka. Achuarové, Ekvador.
Foto Jan Ca&ga, ze sbirky autorek.

Feather headdress. Achuar, Ecuador.
Photo Jan Caga, from the authors’ collection.

At the same time, the exhibition is a unique result of the exemplary cooperation between
Masaryk University and the Moravian Museum, which is developing well. This shared effort
between two local institutions with a global reach is currently providing an amazing oppor-
tunity to explore the Amazon from the perspective of the local people and offers a deeper
understanding of a distant, culturally rich, vastly different and utterly fascinating world.

In conclusion, the catalogue as well as the exhibition present the contemporary life of in-
digenous communities in the Amazon in an attractive way. However, it highlights not only
the close connection between the indigenous people and nature, but also the threats that they
face as a result of deforestation and over-exploitation of raw materials. These questions invite
reflection on general themes that put the destruction of the Amazon rainforest in context

with the indigenous peoples who live in and depend on it.

Libor Stépdnek
Director of the Language Centre

Masaryk University



1o

Predméty k ndm promlouvaiji,
nosi v sobé vzpominky a pribéhy,

1.

které nds vtahuji do historie

Na vystavé Tisic tvari Amazonie prezentujeme vzacné sbirkové predmeéty, které privezli cesti
cestovatelé a badatelé. Patfi mezi né naptiklad exponaty od slavného cestovatele Enrique
Stanko Vréaze, generala V. V. Klecandy, konzula Jana Potticka nebo veterinare Josefa Von-
dracka. Novéjsi sbirky privezli odbornici jako etnobotanicka Jana Horackova ¢i malit Otto
Placht. Néprstkovo muzeum ziskalo také celozivotni sbirku etnografa Mnislava Zeleného Ata-
pany. Soucasné predmeéty zaptijcily i autorky vystavy Athena Alchazidu a Narcisa Ullauri.

Vystavené predméty maji hlubokou vypovédni hodnotu - nejsou jen ilustraci védnich po-
znatkd, ale nesou pribéhy a historii, symbolicky reprezentuji tradice a kulturni zvyklosti ko-
munit z Amazonie, jejich dobové postoje a estetické citéni. Vystava nabizi pres dvé sté origi-
nalnich predméti, z toho témeér sto padesat z Naprstkova muzea. Zajimavé jsou napriklad
lovecké zbrané s nadobkou na jed curare, obradni kopi, Samanské doutniky, masky a pérové
Celenky, ale i predméty denni potteby, jako odévy a ozdoby. Vystava je doplnéna fotografiemi,
malbami a femeslnymi vyrobky od souc¢asnych domorodych umeélcti, véetné videodokumen-
tace zachycujici proces vyroby a vyznam artefaktil. Nechybi ani taktilni repliky a smyslové
aktivity nejen pro zdravotné znevyhodnéné navstévniky.

18 |



Vystava zahrnuje také prirodovédné exponaty z Moravského zemského muzea, véetné Cty-
Ficeti dermoplastickych preparatt a osmi entomologickych krabic s hmyzimi zastupci ama-
zonské fauny. Prezentace Zivych zvifat a rostlin pak prispiva k bohaté ukazce pfirodni roz-
manitosti regionu.

Sylva Brychtovd
Vedouci oddéleni Détské muzeum MZM

Kuratorka vystavy Tisic tvafi Amazonie

VI§ na lov ryb, Yawalapitiové. Brazilie.
Ze sbirek Narodniho muzea — Ndprstkova muzea asijskych,
africkych a americkych kultur.

Traditional fishing tool used by the Yawalipiti in, Brazsil.
Part of the collections of the National Museum — Ndaprstek
Museum of Asian, African and American cultures.



Objects speak 1o us,
carrying memories and sfories
that draw us into History

The exhibition A Thousand Faces of Amazonia brings to life the rich cultural tapestry of the
Amazon through a collection of rare artefacts gathered by adventurous Czech travellers and
explorers. These special objects, steeped in history, are a testament to the journeys of famed
figures like adventurer Enrique Stanko Vraz, General V. V. Klecanda, Consul Jan Potucek,
and veterinarian Josef Vondracek. Each of these travellers returned from the depths of the
Amazon not merely with exotic objects, but also with a slice of the life, culture, and essence

of the people they encountered.

In more recent times, the collections have grown through the contributions of experts such
as ethnobotanist Jana Horackova and painter Otto Placht. The Naprstek Museum has also
been entrusted with the lifetime collection of distinguished ethnographer Mnislav Zeleny At-
apany, whose work reflects decades of immersion in Amazonian life. Moreover, contemporary
pieces have been provided by the authors of the exhibition, Athena Alchazidu and Narcisa

Ullauri, which contribute to enrich this unique presentation.

These objects are far more than simple museum pieces. They are living stories, carrying the
weight of history, culture, and the very spirit of the Amazonian communities they represent.
Each item, whether a hunting weapon with a curare gourd container, a ceremonial spear,
a shamanic cigar, or a feathered headdress, tells a tale of tradition, survival, and connection

to the land. Everyday items such as clothing and ornaments, though perhaps more modest,
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Hfeben se zuby ze difevénych §tépin, upevnénych provdzkem na dvé difevéné tycinky.
Ozdobné ornamenty jsou ze stébel a provazkd. Tento predmeét ziskal E. S. Vrdz od etnika
Guahibo ve Venezuele.

Ze sbirek Narodniho muzea — Ndprstkova muzea asijskych, africkych a americkych kultur.

A comb made with wooden chips for teeth, fastened by string o fwo wooden sticks.
The explorer E. S. Vrdz acquired this artefact from the Guahibo ethnic group in Venezuela.
Now it is part of the collections of the National Museum — Ndprstek Museum of Asian, African
and American cultures.

hold no less significance, revealing the aesthetic sensibilities and daily life of these remarkable
people.

The exhibition is accompanied by photographs, paintings, and handicrafts created by con-
temporary Indigenous artisans, adding another layer to the exhibition. Video documentation
offers a behind-the-scenes glimpse into the craftsmanship and cultural importance of the
items on display, illuminating the processes and beliefs embedded within them. Tactile repli-
cas and sensory activities ensure that all visitors, including those with special needs, can en-

gage fully with this immersive experience.

The exhibition also includes natural-science exhibits from the Moravian Museum, featuring
forty dermoplastic specimens and eight entomological boxes with insect representatives of
Amazonian fauna. The presentation of live animals and plants contributes to a rich display

of the Amazon’s natural diversity.

Sylva Brychtova
Head of the Department of the Children’s Museum
Curator of the exhibition A Thousand Faces of the Amazon



Podékovani autorek

Nase velké podékovani patii Moravskému zemskému muzeu a Centru jazykového vzdélavani
Masarykovy univerzity za dlouhodobou podporu, které si nesmirné vazime, jelikoz je pro
nas velice dulezita, a to nejen z hlediska vydani této publikace. Je namisté ptipomenout, ze
diivéra v nas projekt sehrala klicovou roli pfi navazani plodné spoluprace mezi institucemi
z riznych zemi, které navic ptisobi ve zna¢né odlisnych oblastech. Pravé tato skute¢nost nam
umoznila Gcelné spojit sily a usporadat jedine¢nou vystavu, ktera byla dne 16. kvétna 2024
pod nazvem Tisic tvdfi Amazonie slavnostné oteviena v Pavilonu Anthropos. Stejny titul nese
i tento svazek, jenz je koncipovan jako prakticky priivodce zminénou vystavou a pokousi se

predstavit hlavni témata, jez jsou pro tuto unikatni vystavu stéZejni.

Je tieba zdiiraznit, Ze nasim hlavnim cilem bylo ptiblizit mimoradné atraktivni prostor de-
$tnych lestt Amazonie vyznacujici se druhovou pestrosti, jenz je sou¢asné domovem pro po-
zoruhodnd domoroda etnika, o nichz ¢eska verejnost nema prili§ velké povédomi. I proto
nas tési, ze mizeme navstévnikim nabidnout moznost nahlédnout na Amazonii z neobvy-
klych perspektiv. Avsak bez nezbytné podpory a prispéni mnoha spolupracovniki by se na-
vzdory veskerému odhodlédni nase snaha nemohla spésné zavrsit. Rddy bychom proto
uptimné podékovaly za prilezitost, diky které se podatilo spole¢ny projekt uskutecnit.

Zvlastni podékovdni patti véem spolupracovnikiim, kolegim a badatelim z rtiznych zemi,
jejichz prispéni a pomoc byly neocenitelné. Predevsim bychom chtély vyzdvihnout ochotu
a vstiicnost Mnislava A. Zeleného, Jana Dungela a Jany Horackové, ktefi ndm ochotné poskytli
sviij jedine¢ny obrazovy materidl, jenz je sou¢asti vystavy i této publikace. Stejné tak dékujeme

za spolupraci také Inés Américe Ruiz, Bohumiru Janskému a Miroslavu Horakovi.
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Srdecné a obzvlasté velké podékovani pak patii zejména kuratorce Sylvé Brychtové, jejiz
zéapal a obétavost byly pro realizaci vystavy rozhodujici. Stala se peclivou a velmi pozornou
¢tenarkou prvnich verzi textd, kterym se diky jejim zasvécenym a inspirativnim podnétim

dostalo zadoucich uprav.

V neposledni fadé bychom rady vyjadrily nasi nesmirnou vdé¢nost ptivodnim obyvateltim,
a to jak tém, s nimiz jsme mély moznost osobné spolupracovat, tak i tém, s nimiz jsme se do
primého kontaktu nedostaly. Kulturu domorodych obyvatel Amazonie hluboce obdivujeme

a touto cestou jim chceme vzdat poctu.

Athena Alchazidu
Narcisa Ullauri

Ritudini kolik ze dfeva zdobeny semeny huayruro. Kolumbie.
Ze sbirek Narodniho muzea - Ndprstkova muzea asijskych,
africkych a americkych kultur.

Ritual wooden peg decorated with huayruro seeds. Colombia.
From the collections of the Natfional Museum — Ndprstek
Museum of Asian, African and American cultures.



Acknowledgements

We would like to thank the Moravian Museum and the Language Centre of Masaryk
University for their long-term support, which has been very important not only for the
publication of this book, but for the entire exhibition. It is worth mentioning that this trust
in our project has played a key role in establishing fruitful cooperation among institutions
from various countries and different areas, allowing us to join forces to organize the unique
exhibition “A Thousand Faces of Amazonia.” This volume bears the same title and is designed
as a practical guide to the exhibition, which attempts to bring together the key themes of this

project.

It should be stressed that our main aim was to bring to light the extremely attractive and
amazing Amazon rainforest, which stands out for its species diversity and being home to
remarkable Indigenous ethnic groups, which the Czech public is not very familiar with. We
are sincerely grateful for the support and cooperation that they have provided to make this

exceptional project possible.

Special thanks also go to all the collaborators, colleagues and researchers from different
countries whose help and constant support have been invaluable. In particular, we would like
to highlight the helpfulness of Mnislav Zeleny, Jan Dungel and Jana Horac¢kova, who have
generously provided the pictures that are part of the exhibition and this publication. We would
also like to thank Inés América Ruiz, Bohumir Jansky and Miroslav Hordk for their
cooperation.

24 |



Our sincere thanks go to curator Sylva Brychtovd, whose passion and dedication have been
crucial for the realization of the exhibition. Her help in carefully and critically reading the
texts included in this publication has been invaluable.

Last but not least, we would like to express our endless gratitude to the Indigenous people,
those with whom we have had the opportunity to work directly and those with whom we did
not have direct contact. We deeply admire the cultures of the Indigenous peoples of the

Amazon and aspire to pay tribute to them in this way.

Athena Alchazidu
Narcisa Ullauri

Ndhrdelnik ze semen a kordlkd. Sionové, Kolumbie.

Ze soukromé sbirky autorek. Foto Jan Caga.

Necklace made of seeds and beads. Sioni, Colombia.

From the private collection of the authors. Photo by Jan Caga.



Pozvdanka na putovdani
do neCekané mnohotvarnych svétd

Vazeni a mili ¢tenafi a ¢tenarky,

svazek, jenz se vam pravé dostal do rukou, je nejen pozvankou do podmanivé krasné Ama-
zonie, jelikoZ souc¢asné ma ambice stat se vasim privodcem na virtudlni cesté, ktera vas po-
vede za poznanim kulturni rozmanitosti ptivodnich obyvatel. Pro splnéni tohoto cile je text
koncipovan tak, aby vam pomohl zorientovat se ve sloZitosti mnohovrstevnatosti, ktera tvori
svét puvodnich obyvatel, jak je predstaven na vystavé Tisic tvdii Amazonie.

Nejprve bychom se vsak chtély velmi stru¢né zminit o cesté, kterou jsme se vydaly pred pri-
pravou scénare a béhem ni, a ktera nas vedla k definovani kone¢ného vybéru vystavenych ar-
tefakttl, jez tvori ustfedni osu vystavy, jez byla slavnostné oteviena v kvétnu 2024 v Pavilonu
Anthropos. V této souvislosti je tfeba zdiiraznit, Ze nas autorky spojuje nékolik vazeb, jednak
nas profesni zdjem o domorodé narody Latinské Ameriky, jejich bohatou kulturu, fascinujici
historii, ale také jejich soucasnost, zejména v oblasti Amazonie, k niz mame ob¢ zvlastni vztah.

Diky spole¢nému profesnimu zdjmu se nase cesty ucitelt a vyzkumnikii opakované zkiizily,
coz nasledné vedlo ke stalé a ispé$né spolupraci, jejiz plody maji podobu rtiznych akademic-
kych projektt a ¢etnych spole¢nych vyzkumnych projektii. Nejvyznamnéjsim z téchto pro-
jektt je bezesporu projekt EPSULA, jehoz cilem je mimo jiné zachovani a ochrana jazyka
a kultur Latinské Ameriky. Diky moznosti, kterou nam poskytlo Moravské zemské muzeum,
jsme tak mohli spojit své sily a na zakladé predchozich zkusenosti pfipravit specialni navrh
na prezentaci Amazonie jedine¢nym a ponékud neobvyklym zptisobem.

Diky kontaktiim, které mame my i nasi partnefi s nékterymi domorodymi komunitami,
jsme zvolili pristup, kdy se thly pohledu obraceji. Vyzvali jsme ¢leny domorodych komunit,
aby se predstavili zptisobem, ktery povazuji za nejvhodnéjsi pro svou identifikaci, a zptisobem,
jakym si preji byt vidéni a zndmi mimo své Gzemi.
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Ndhrdelnik z pfirodnich semen, Shuarové, oblast Morona Santiago,
Ekvador. Soukroma sbirka autorek.
Foto Jan Caga.

Necklace made of natural seeds. Shuar, Morona Santiago region,
Ecuador. Private collection of the authors.
Photo by Jan Cdaga.

V tomto smyslu je vystava ukazkou reality domorodého svéta vidéné z jejich vlastniho po-
hledu, ktery se ¢asto lisi od toho, ktery je obvykle volen v nasi spole¢nosti.

Zveme vas na jedine¢nou cestu prostorem a ¢asem do nadhernych a fascinujicich svétt, na
cestu objevovani a zkoumani. Staci jen se na chvili zastavit a pripravit se na to, Ze vSemi smysly
prozkoumdte vzdalenou oblast, které se svou rozmanitosti a velikosti vyrovna jen maloktera
jind na svété.Vezmeme vas do Amazonie, do destného pralesa oplyvajiciho jedine¢nymi for-
mami Zivota.

Prijméte nase pozvani a preneste se do vzdalené zemé, kde jsou rostliny, voda a kameny
obdareny vlastnim duchem, stejné jako Zivé bytosti, a Ziji spolu podle zdkon, které zarucuji
rovnovahu a harmonii existujiciho fadu, ktery se od zrodu vSech Zzivych i nezivych bytosti
zménil jen malo.

Pokud je vSak rovnovaha narusena, mistni obyvatelé védi, ze je tfeba udélat vse pro napravu
$kod, aby se uklidnili rozzlobeni duchové, ktefi tak upozornuji na kfivdy spachané na Matce
Zemi. A ta je navzdory lidskému nevdéku vzdy laskava a vlidna, protoze nam stédre dava vse,
co potrebujeme.

Autorky

Ndhrdelnik ze semen huayruro. Achuarové, Ekvador.
Soukroma sbirka autorek. Foto Jan Caga.

Necklace made of huayruro seeds. Achuar, Ecuador.
Private collection of the authors. Photo by Jan Caga.



Invitation to a virtual journey:
unveil unexpected diversity of multiple worlds

Dear reader,

The volume you now hold in your hands invites you on a virtual journey to the exuberant region
of the Amazon. It humbly aims to be your guide, offering an authentic exploration of the rich
cultural diversity and ancestral heritage of the Indigenous peoples who inhabit these lands.
Through this text, we hope to help you navigate the intricate layers that form the world of the
Amazonian Indigenous peoples, as presented in the exhibition A Thousand Faces of Amazonia.

In this context, it is important to highlight the connections that unite us as authors. First
and foremost, we share a deep professional interest in the Indigenous peoples of Latin Amer-
ica—their rich cultures, their fascinating histories, and their contemporary realities, partic-
ularly in the Amazon region, which holds a special place in our hearts.

Our mutual passion has brought our paths together many times over the years, as both
teachers and researchers. This collaboration has grown steadily, resulting in a range of aca-
demic initiatives and joint research projects. Among these, the most significant is undoubtedly
EPSULA, a project dedicated to preserving and safeguarding the languages and cultures of
Latin America. By a fortunate convergence of timing and opportunity, the Moravian Museum
offered us a unique opportunity, which we gladly accepted that consisted in preparing a pro-
posal for an exhibition focused only on the cultural area of Amazonia. That proposal was
then edited into its final form together with the curator of the exhibition Sylva Brychtova,
head of the Children's Department of the Museum.

Initially, however, we all had to find a common answer to one of the fundamental questions
regarding the concept of the exhibition. How to select representative groups in the vast num-
ber of indigenous ethnic groups that would aptly characterise the colourful world of the in-
digenous Amazon? This task seemed almost insoluble. After all, this area is virtually unknown
among the general public in this country, for many reasons. One of them is the fact that the
Amazon is so far away from our country, not only geographically but also culturally.

However, therein lies the enormous appeal of the Amazon, which has always attracted ad-
venturers, explorers and travellers to go there and discover many of its mysteries, secrets and
myriad beauties. And this became the key to determining the final choice. The ethnic groups
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Chrestidla ze semen. Waoraniové, Ekvador.
Soukroma sbirka autorek. Foto Jan Cdha.

Rattlesnakes from seeds. Waorani people, Ecuador.
Private collection of the authors. Photo by Jan Jan Caga.

presented here are united by the fact that they were visited by Czech explorers, scientists and
explorers in the past or even very recently. On their journeys they collected valuable knowledge
and interesting artefacts. Many of them are part of this exhibition. To these should be added
the collections of contemporary experts, travellers and researchers who are drawn to the Ama-
zon not only by their professional interest but also by their deep admiration and great love.

Drawing on the project’s outcomes, we embraced an unconventional approach — presenting
the region through the eyes of its indigenous inhabitants.

Thanks to the connections we and our partners have cultivated with certain indigenous
communities, we were able to adopt an approach where the usual perspectives are reversed.
With the invaluable support of the Moravian Museum, we have combined our efforts and ex-
periences to present the Amazon in a unique and somewhat unconventional way. We invited
members of the indigenous communities to present themselves as they see fit, in the way they
wish to be perceived and understood beyond their own territories.

This exhibition is, therefore, a glimpse into the indigenous world as seen through their own
eyes, a perspective that often contrasts with the one commonly portrayed in our society.

We now invite you to embark on a journey of genuine discovery and exploration, travelling
through space and time to reach worlds that are splendid, unique, and utterly fascinating. All
you need to do is pause, open your senses, and prepare to explore one of the most diverse
and expansive regions on Earth. Let yourself be transported to the Amazon, to its rainforest
brimming with extraordinary life.

Join us on a journey to distant lands where plants, water, and stones are alive with their
own spirits, coexisting with living beings under ancient laws that uphold balance and har-
mony. In the forest, animals and vegetation have thrived together in this natural order for
millennia, but today, this delicate balance is increasingly strained by the pressures of global-
isation. As a consequence, indigenous communities are increasingly facing a variety of chal-
lenges that often threaten their very existence.

The Authors



Infografika struéné predstavuje Amazonii v da-
tech a &fslech. Reka Amazonka, protékajici na-
pri¢ Jizni Amerikou od zdpadu na vychod, je
hlavni tepnou kontinentu. V povodi Amazonky
a jejich pfitokd se nachdzi rozsdhly tropicky
destny les o rozloze 6 000 000 km2. Jak obrovskd
je to plocha, si mUzeme predstavit pfi srovndni
mapy Amazonie a Ceské republiky ve stejném
mé&fitku. Obrys mapy Ceska je vyznacen &er-
vené na pravé strané infografiky.

Zdroj Amazonia Viva Group (World Bank, 2023).
Zpracovala Marta Mannovd, 2024,

This infographic provides a brief introduction to
Amazonia in data and numbers. Flowing across
South America from west to east, the Amazon
River is the continent's main artery. The Amazon
basin and its tributaries contain a vast fropical
rainforest covering 6 000 000 km2. The immense
scale of Amazonia becomes strikingly appar-
ent when comparing maps of Amazonia and
the Czech Republic using the same carto-
graphic scale, highlighting the vast geographi-
cal disparity between the two regions. The out-
line of the map of the Czech Republic is marked
in red on the right side of the infographic.
Source: Amagonia Viva Group (World Bank,
2023). Elaborated by Marta Mannovad, 2024.





